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8 January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you are no doubt aware, Welsh Government announced very early this morning that the re-opening of schools would be further delayed until at least Monday 1st February and possibly until half term unless there is a “significant reduction in transmission before January 29th” (Education Minister Kirsty Williams). We will continue to update you as we receive further information. 
Provision of Free School Meals
For families with children eligible for free school meals, a supermarket voucher will continue to be sent by the Local Authority to your home address on a weekly basis. 
Blended Learning

As indicated in my last letter, pupils are now following their blended learning timetable. We have, to a large extent, been very pleased with the positive level of engagement demonstrated by our pupils towards this. There have been instances, however, where pupils appear to be a little confused about how to access the camera and/or the sound on their respective devices. Please can we politely request that you discuss this with your child and, if necessary, explain how to utilise these functions. Pupil and staff interaction is a key feature of the live lessons. Should you require additional support regarding this or guidance relating to the removal of the background during a live lesson, Mr Richard Brown, our IT Network manager has produced a very helpful guide which may be accessed via the following link:
https://chsithelpdesk.helpscoutdocs.com/article/88-google-meet
If, during the period of blended learning, you feel that your child is not engaging with any aspect, please feel free to contact the respective Head of School as they will be able to answer or direct any queries as appropriate. Similarly, should your child experience any ICT issues please do not hesitate to contact our Network Manager – Mr Richard Brown. 

Mr Richard Brown -  ithelpdesk@cardiffhigh.co.uk
Mr Mike O’ Brien (Head of Lower School) – ObrienM28@Hwbcymru.net
Mrs Alison Venn (Associate Assistant Head Teacher – overseeing Middle School) –VennA4@Hwbcymru.net
Mrs Kath Dilks (Head of Upper School) – DilksK@Hwbcymru.net
For Key Stage 4 and 5 Pupils
In light of the ongoing uncertainty surrounding examination arrangements, we felt it important to try and maintain both motivation and engagement within these challenging times. To this end, the Achievement Leader for each year group, and the the Learning and Teaching Team have produced a webinar containing a combination of factual/procedural information and motivational support. Links to the webinar for your child’s year group can be found on the school website under the heading, “How To Get The Most Out Of Your Home Learning Timetable”. May we politely request that you watch this webinar with your child over the weekend in readiness for the week ahead. 
GCSE AS & A Level Qualifications 2021 – Years 11, 12 & 13

Qualifications Wales has now made the following statement in relation to assessments for GCSE AS and A Level qualifications.

Following the First Minister’s announcement today (8th January 2021) that most pupils will continue to learn remotely until 29th January or possibly even February half term, Qualifications Wales is announcing that the spring internal assessment windows for GCSE, AS, and A level, which were planned to take place between 22nd February and 23rd April, will not take place and new arrangements will be made.  The Minister’s Design and Delivery Advisory Group will now be considering the way forward and more detailed information about revised arrangements will be made available shortly.

It is not yet clear how this decision will impact on the second window of external assessments.  We appreciate that this ongoing uncertainty is worrying and frustrating, however, we would re-iterate the message sent in our letter earlier in the week; pupils should continue to fully engage with their blended learning timetable which will support their progress, regardless of the final assessment process.  As soon as we have further information we will of course share this with you. Please find attached a letter which has been sent today from Qualifications Wales. 
GCSE Qualifications - Year 10 

Year 10 were due to sit a limited number of external examinations in Summer 2021.  To clarify, all module examinations have been cancelled, so the external module exams they were due to sit in Science, History and ICT will no longer go ahead.  It has not yet been confirmed how this will impact on assessments in 2022, but we will keep you updated as soon as any further information becomes available.  Year 10 pupils were also due to sit the whole Maths Numeracy GCSE qualification in Summer 2021.  As this entry was to be for a complete GCSE qualification, this will be treated the same way as for Year 11 students.  So, for Maths Numeracy, pupils in year 10 will be subject to whatever assessment arrangements are put in place as described above.  As soon as these are announced we will keep you updated.         
Covid-19

Throughout this latest lockdown period, in order to minimise the risk of Covid-19 spreading, there are things that everyone in your family can do to help. These include remaining alert for symptoms of Covid-19, which are

· A new or continuous cough
· A high temperature
· A loss of or change to sense of smell or taste

If anyone in your family develops any of these symptoms, even if they are mild please book an appointment, either by calling 119 or visiting

www.gov.uk/getcoronavirus-test.

If your child receives a positive test for Covid-19 during this period please can you let us know, for our records, by emailing Mrs Allison Yarrow yarrowa@hwbcymru.net
Contacting School 

Should you need to speak to a member of staff, school reception will be operating as normal from 8am – 4pm.
Please continue to use our website and follow our Twitter page for further updates and information.

Yours sincerely
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S M JONES

Headteacher
