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November 2021
Dear Parent/Carer
As you are aware, our internal Winter Exams will take place in a few weeks’ time. This is a very important part of your son or daughters’ preparation for next summer, where all indicators suggest that we will return to a normal, external exam series. 
I am writing to update you on the comprehensive preparation package that is currently underway. We are acutely aware that students have very little, if any, experience of sitting formal, unseen exams, in particular in large venues. They also have little experience of revising for such exams. The preparation package that we are providing is twofold, it will support students’ wellbeing as they go through this half term and it will increase the impact of the experience academically.
All students received their exam timetable before half term. Last week, they had an assembly which focussed on how to approach a revision cycle. Topics covered included time management and organisation, how to write a revision timetable, the importance of sleeping, eating, exercising and having a balance of all extra commitments. It also covered the importance of revising without music or a phone nearby to avoid distraction and procrastination. This week, students have an assembly looking in more depth at how to revise effectively, how to make the most of the revision time and ensure that the hard work and effort they put in, does have an impact on how much they learn and ultimately their result. 
In the two weeks preceding the exams, students will also complete activities during form time looking at subject specific revision videos, exam protocols and rules, and they will also be shown exactly what they will experience in the sports hall when their exams are taking place.
All of the materials used as part of this preparation package will be made available in a virtual capacity on the school website and form group google classroom pages. Please do have a look at these with your son or daughter at home and if you have any questions about anything that is covered, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Finally, I would like to address a few key questions that some students have been asking in school. We have previously communicated with you that, in the unlikely scenario that we are forced to move to a school-based grading system in the summer as opposed to external exams, the results of these Winter Exams could form part of the evidence base. This is a further reason that students need to approach these exams seriously. 
Should a student be absent for any reason and miss an exam, they will be expected to sit that exam as soon as possible upon their return to school, this could be the day that they return so they should be prepared for this. If a student sits an exam at a different time to the rest of the year group, we may not be able to use it in the same way as part of the evidence in the unlikely event that external exams do not go ahead.
Students must ensure that they have all necessary equipment for their exams, such as a calculator, ruler, protractor etc. They can purchase these items from school if they need them and should ask their subject teachers for clarification of exactly what they need if they are unsure. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to lend out equipment for the exams.
As we progress through this half term I would like to thank you for your ongoing support. We appreciate that this is a potentially anxious time for our pupils and we are committed to supporting them to achieve their potential.

Kind Regards,
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