Please note that you can download an electronic copy of this booklet by visiting the
KS4 section of the Cardiff High School website
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Cardiff High School
Llandennis Road
Cardiff
CF23 6WG

Telephone:
029 20 757 741
Fax:
029 20 680 850

www.cardiffhigh.cardiff.sch.uk

Useful Contacts - Wellbeing & Achievement Team
Achievement Leader for Year 10

Mr. M. Olsen

olsenm1@hwbcymru.net

Wellbeing and Achievement Officer for KS4

Mrs. K. Holmes

holmesk46@hwbcymru.net

Head of Middle School
Head of Middle School (Y10 & Y11)

Mr. D. Rhodes

rhodesd5@hwbcymru.net

Senior Leaders of Wellbeing & Achievement
Deputy Headteacher

Mrs. A. Yarrow

yarrowa@hwbcymru.net

Assistant Headteacher

Mrs. M. Bennett

bennettm15@hwbcymru.net

Headteacher’s PA

Mrs. H. Jones

richardsh25@hwbcymru.net

Other Key Wellbeing & Achievement Team Members
Additional Learning Needs Coordinator

Mrs. G. Brownlow

brownlowg@hwbcymru.net

Assistant Additional Learning Needs
Coordinator

Ms. H. Williams

williamsh166@hwbcymru.net

Wellbeing and Attendance Officer

Mrs K. Price

pricek247@hwbcymru.net

Follow CHS and also individual
teachers, departments and groups on
twitter
Search for @officialCHS

Follow cardiffhighschoolofficial on
INSTAGRAM

Please sign up for ParentPay to get instant updates of
important school information and details about
school events.
Please email youngs11@hwbcymru.net for further
information about ParentPay

Details of departmental emails and twitter accounts are provided at the back of this booklet
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September 2021
Dear Parent or Guardian

Key Stage 4 represents a vital part of your son’s or daughter’s academic
career and you will, of course, be keen to support them through this
challenging time. By now, hopefully, you will be aware of how much we
value your support and involvement in your child’s school life. We believe
that good communication between school and home is key to the continuing
success of pupils as they move between the Key Stages. This guide is
designed to provide an overview of our approach to assessment and
reporting in Key Stage 4 at Cardiff High School. Contained within the
following pages you will find information related to our philosophy on
assessment for learning and also details about our reporting and assessment
procedures and the other opportunities for communication during the
academic year. Whilst some of this is subject to change given the ongoing
pandemic, we are confident that there will be no interruption to learning this
year. Subject specifications have been adapted to take into account any
previous disruption.
A great deal of support is available for our pupils in the form of care and
guidance from our achievement team, our subject experts and also from
specialist advisors. There are also numerous opportunities for pupils to
access extra help with things such as revision strategies and exam technique.
By staying in touch with the school via our website and twitter, you can help
your son or daughter to take full advantage of these valuable resources.
We hope that you find this booklet informative, but if you have any further
questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Mr. Stephen Jones

Headteacher
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How do you assess achievement and progress in Cardiff High School?
Your child’s progress will be guided by teachers through timely feedback and opportunities to act upon
it. This feedback will be a combination of verbal, written and in some cases in digital format. Each
department has their own bespoke approach to feedback and it is not just about final outcomes, which
will be assessed at certain stages in the year, or acknowledgement marking of exercise books, but
rather a formative process and dialogue between learners and their teachers. Feedback is about taking
time to plan for progression, to reflect on a draft, an idea, or a piece of work and, through constructive
targets and suggestions, enable pupils to drive their understanding forward to make improvements.

Successful feedback requires input from learners as they re-draft, adapt or alter their thinking following
it.
Teachers will use a combination of some of the following as part of their feedback process:
•

Regular verbal feedback in lessons and through learning conversations

•

Identify appropriate core tasks with significant planning, drafting and feedback opportunities

•

Provide time in lessons to discuss and act upon feedback given

•

Establish clear routines of how to evaluate your own performance and give productive peer
feedback

•

Using mini whiteboards (or similar digital tools) to monitor impact/understanding and then
adapting subsequent lessons to address the needs of learners

•

Provide pupils with feedback codes and targets linked to specific tasks

Feedback is one of the most important things we can do to help pupils make progress and it is specific
to the curricula needs and requirements of each subject area. What is important is that pupils are given
high quality feedback which allows them to improve their performance and make progress and that
they understand what they have to do in order to improve.
Formal assessments or examinations are obviously carried out as part of the GCSE assessment
procedures. The following pages provide detailed information and guidance about the KS4

curriculum and systems of assessment.
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Which subjects are compulsory at KS4?
All pupils study for GCSEs in English Language, English Literature, Numeracy, Mathematics, Science
and Welsh. Physical Education, Religious Education and PSE are also compulsory for all pupils at
KS4. Pupils have the opportunity to select four additional option subjects of their choice.

How are subjects assessed?
There have been a number of significant changes to the Key Stage 4 curriculum in recent years, both
in relation to subject content and course specifications, and also in relation to how pupils are

assessed. Further details about specific subjects can be found in the assessment mapping section at
the end of this booklet. Provided below is some further explanation regarding core subjects.

English GCSE Qualifications
GCSE English Language
There are two English Language written examinations known as Units 2 and 3. The papers consist of
traditional extended answer questions, but there are also some shorter literacy tasks that involve proof
reading and editing, multiple choice questions and comprehension questions. The examinations make
up 80% of the grade. Unit 1 is controlled assessment and consists of two oracy tasks, assessed
internally and making up 20% of the grade. This cohort will complete one oracy task in Y10. They will
then complete the second oracy task in Y11, along with Units 2 and 3. There are no tiers, so all pupils
sit the same examinations.
GCSE English Literature
The English Literature GCSE qualification consists of two examinations (either higher or foundation tier)
and two pieces of controlled assessment. The first examination, based on the text Of Mice and Men
and also on poetry, will be sat in January of Y10 (Jan 2022). The controlled assessment based on poetry
will be completed during Y10 and the Shakespeare controlled assessment will be completed in Y11. The
second literature examination will be taken in the Summer of Y11 (Summer 2023)
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GCSE Numeracy & Mathematics Qualifications
Students study two maths qualifications over the course of Year 10 & Year 11. These are called GCSE
Mathematics-Numeracy and GCSE Mathematics.
GCSE Mathematics-Numeracy
This qualification assesses students’ mathematical problem solving skills in real life contexts. GCSE
Mathematics-Numeracy, often abbreviated to simply Numeracy, comprises of two exams, each
contributing 50% of the final grade, one with a calculator and one without. Students in Year 10 have
already begun studying the Numeracy content and are scheduled to be entered for the Numeracy
exams in Summer 2021. There are three tiers of entry:•
Higher Tier:
Grades A*-C
•
Intermediate Tier:
Grades B – E
•
Foundation Tier:
Grades D-G
Students will follow the tier of study which best suits their current needs. This is based on their
attainment in Year 9 and will be monitored closely by their teacher throughout Year 10.
GCSE Mathematics
This qualification assesses students’ ability to solve more traditional mathematical problems. There is a
large overlap between the topics studied in the Mathematics GCSE and the Mathematics-Numeracy
GCSE. Students will study the new content required for the Mathematics GCSE after the Numeracy
exams in the Summer of 2021 and throughout Year 11. As with the Numeracy GCSE, there are two
exams each contributing 50% of the final grade. Students will sit the Mathematics GCSE in the summer
of 2022. Like the Numeracy GCSE, there are three tiers of entry and students’ result in the Numeracy
GCSE at the end of Y10, coupled with ongoing teacher assessment, will be taken into account when
deciding students’ tier of entry for the Mathematics GCSE.

Welsh 2nd Language GCSE
In Welsh there are no tiers of entry, so all students sit the same papers. The structure of the assessment
is as follows:Unit 1 - Group Oral Exam (25%)
Students will sit this unit in March/April of Year 11 . They will be required to watch a short video
clip and then discuss its themes and content in a group
Unit 2 - Group Oral Exam (25%)
Students will sit this unit in March/April of Year 11 . They will be required to read some short
extracts including text, graphs and info graphics and then discuss the key points and themes in
groups of three.
Units 3 & 4 - Reading & Writing Exams (25% each)
Pupils will sit these exams in the Summer of Year 11. These tasks are designed to assess pupils’
understanding of the language and will include proof reading, multiple choice questions,
translations and using the language in a variety of different ways.
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PSE & Religious Education
In both Y10 and Y11 PSE will be delivered via a rolling programme during registration period and also
through activities which allow us to make effective use of outside experts who deliver on a variety of
important topics. Religious Education is statutory in KS4 and will continue to be delivered through
timetabled lessons, although no formal assessments are involved unless the pupil has chosen RE as an
option.

In which subjects do pupils sit external exams that actually count towards final GCSE
grades during Year 10?
Assessment models vary considerably from subject to subject and the final section of this booklet
provides detail about precisely how pupils will be assessed in each subject. In some subjects pupils will

undertake actual GCSE written exams during Y10. These are:•

English Literature (1 paper in Jan 2022 - 35% of final grade)

•

Numeracy (2 papers in May/June 2022- this is a whole GCSE qualification)

•

Science (3 papers in May/June 2022 - this contributes 45% of the whole qualification)

•

History (1 paper in May/June 2022 - this contributes at least 25% of whole qualification)

We have carefully considered Y10 exam entries in order to maximise the benefit for pupils. These occur
in subjects where the separate papers cover specific content and so lend themselves to splitting the
exam entry over the two years of the GCSE course. By doing this, we aim to reduce pupils’ workload in
Y11, both in terms of the number of exams sat and also in relation to the volume of material to be
revised. The idea is to get the best possible grades in Y10, the intention being that they will not need to
be re-taken in Y11. Further information about all of these formal written external exams and the
associated revision sessions will be provided at a later date.
In addition, it is important to remember that in many other subjects pupils will undertake on-going
controlled assessment tasks, practical and oral assessments during Year 10. These may also count
towards their final GCSE grade. More detail about individual course structures, and the proportion of
the actual GCSE which these assessments and module exams will contribute, is included in the
assessment mapping document at the end of this booklet.
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KS4 Science
Guidance for GCSE Science Entries
Pupils will have opted to study either Triple Award (Separate Sciences) or Double Award Science.
Double Award Science:
Unit

Exam Sitting

Unit 1- Biology 1 (1 hr 15 mins)

Weighting of final GCSE
grades
15%

Unit 2- Chemistry 1 (1 hr 15 mins)

15%

Summer 2022

Unit 3 – Physics 1 (1 hr 15 mins)

15%

Summer 2022

Unit 4 – Biology 2 (1 hr 15 mins)

15%

Summer 2023

Unit 5 – Chemistry 2 (1 hr 15 mins)

15%

Summer 2023

Unit 6 – Physics 2 ( 1 hr 15 mins)

15%

Summer 2023

Unit 7 – Practical Assessment

10%

Spring Term 2023 (Jan-Feb)

Summer 2022

At the end of Y11, the scores from all 7 elements will be added together and two grades will be awarded.
These can be the same as each other or differ by one grade maximum e.g. A*A* or A*A or AB.
Triple Award Science (format below is the same for Chemistry and Physics)
Biology

Exam Sitting

Unit 1- Biology (1 hr 45 mins)

Weighting of final GCSE
grades
45%

Unit 2- Biology (1 hr 45 mins)

45%

Summer 2023

Unit 3 – Practical assessment

10%

Spring Term 2023 (Jan-Feb)

Summer 2022

At the end of Y11, the scores from the three elements of Biology will be added up and one grade will be
awarded. The same will happen for Chemistry and Physics, thus a student studying Triple Award Science will
achieve 3 separate GCSEs.
Practical Assessments
The practical assessments will take place in classrooms under exam conditions and be sent to WJEC for
external marking. Double Award candidates will be required to submit two tasks and Triple Award
candidates are required to submit three (one for Biology, one for Chemistry and one for Physics).
Tiers of Entry
•
A pupil’s tier of entry will be considered on an individual basis by each of their three science teachers.
•
In the February of each year subject teachers use their professional judgement (based on the standard
of each pupil’s performance in lessons and any assessments to date, with particular emphasis on the
results of their January mock exams) to select which tier each pupil will sit in the summer for their
subject.
•
Pupils may be entered for all higher papers, all foundation or a combination of the higher/foundation
papers
•
These entries are intended to reflect your child’s ability in each of the three sciences (which have very
different skills and demands) and therefore maximise their chances of achieving the highest overall
grades they are capable of.
•
The tier entries are the teacher’s decision, not the pupil’s, therefore it is important that pupils work
hard consistently throughout the year to ensure that they demonstrate what they are capable of.
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How do I know how individual subjects are assessed and what deadlines my son or

daughter needs to meet?
Included at the end of this booklet is a summary of the structure of the assessment models for KS4
subjects. These provide broad outlines of the approximate timings of assessments over the course of both
Year 10 and Year 11.

How will I know if my child is working to the best of their ability?
•

There is significant evidence that attainment at Key Stage 4 and beyond is strongly linked to prior
attainment and this type of analysis can provide us with an idea of what we might reasonably expect of
a pupil.

•

These are not estimates for particular students - they are simply indications of typical progress.

•

During Year 10, usually in the Spring term, teaching staff will use this information together with their
professional judgement and understanding of each individual student in order to set challenging,
aspirational grade targets.

•

These targets are the grades we believe students might achieve by the end of year 11 should they
adopt a positive attitude to their learning, act on the advice offered by their subject teachers and
take advantage of all the opportunities made available to them.

•

Targets are not fixed and may be updated during the key stage.

•

Via reports and parents’ evenings at strategic points throughout the key stage, teaching staff will
inform you how your son or daughter is progressing towards their target.

What is NEA?
NEA stands for Non Examined Assessment and this is the new term for what was often previously referred
to as coursework or controlled assessment in a number of subjects. These are assignments which take
place under supervised conditions and contribute to final GCSE grades. While NEAs are carried out in
school under classroom supervision, background and preparation work still needs to be done at home.
Further details about controlled assessment or NEAs within subject specifications are provided in the
subject specific assessment mapping at the end of this booklet.

Why do some subjects have different tiers of entry and what do they mean?
Some subjects are taught in tiers - foundation, intermediate or higher. Higher or intermediate Tier
courses generally allow access to higher grades, however, these courses are generally more demanding
and cover more content. The decision regarding which tier a student follows is made by the school on the
basis of which course would afford the student the best learning experience and outcome - It is worth
remembering that studying higher tier does not always equate to the attainment of higher grades. For
example it is possible that a student studying foundation tier may attain a C grade, but had they studied
higher, they may have achieved a D.
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What do pupils need to do to achieve a place in Cardiff High 6th form? The current academic entry requirement for 6th form study is a minimum of 5 GCSE qualifications at
grade C or above. This criteria is subject to change and is reviewed annually. For some subjects
there may be specific requirements eg having studied the Higher Tier GCSE course. In order to study
a subject at AS level in Y12, students must have achieved a minimum of a C grade in the subject, if it
was studied at GCSE. Further information and advice about subject requirements will be available at
the sixth form open evening which takes place in November of Year 11.
Entry to the 6th form is not automatic, but is an application process. Attaining a place is

dependent on pupils having consistently demonstrated high standards of attitude, conduct,
attendance and punctuality whilst in Key Stage 4. Pupils who fail to uphold these standards may
be placed on a targeted contract during year 11 and will be at risk of not securing a place in the
sixth form and/or not being permitted to attend the Y11 Prom.
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How will I know if they are coping with their GCSEs?

How will I know how they are doing as the year goes on?
The change from KS3 to KS4 is challenging. In some cases, pupils are taking up new subjects; they are
undertaking NEAs (Non Examined Assessments) or controlled assessments for the first time; they are
having to become more independent and to develop new skills, and ultimately they are preparing to sit
GCSE examinations. This academic pressure, together with all the other challenges and worries which
are integral parts of every teenager’s life, means that this can be a pressured time for both pupils and
parents.
You will naturally be concerned that your son or daughter is performing to the very best of their ability
and will want to know about their potential, their progress and their attitude to learning. In order to
support you and your child through this crucial first year of KS4 study, we provide two interim reports
during the Autumn term, one early on to highlight how they are settling into their subjects, and then a
follow up report before the Christmas break to update this information. A parents’ evening is held in
February and a full report is provided in March. A final summary report will be issued at the end of the
Summer term to update you on progress prior to your child starting Y11.

What information is included on an interim report?
Both of the Y10 Autumn interim reports and also the end of Y10 summary report provide assessments in
three areas which we believe are key to GCSE success. These aspects are crucial and it is a pupil’s level of
commitment in these areas which will be the deciding factor in determining the GCSE grades they go on
to achieve. For each subject pupils will be awarded a score in each area according to the following
criteria:Attitude to Learning & Conduct in
Lessons

Effort and Involvement in Lessons

• Tasks are always completed on time and

• Excellent attitude and commitment to

1

2

Effort & Completion of Tasks Outside
of Lessons
Organisation & Presentation

to an excellent standard
• A very high level of effort, application and
learning
•
Proactive in seeking help to address any
perseverance during lessons
• Exemplary conduct, respectful and polite
difficulties
• Always contributes positively to class
• Excellent focus throughout all lessons
•
Written work is always extremely well
discussions and activities
presented and pupil is very conscientious
• Supportive of others
and organised

• Positive attitude to learning
• Good conduct, respectful and polite
• Good focus in nearly all lessons

• A good level of effort, application and

• Tasks are completed on time to a good

perseverance during lessons
• Contributes to class discussions and
activities

• Presentation is good and pupil is

standard

organised

• Does not always engage in learning

3

• Tasks are not always completed on time
activities
or are lacking in detail
• Generally good conduct
• A low level of effort, application and
•
Pupil is not sufficiently organised in their
• At times needs reminding to focus on the perseverance during lessons
approach to their studies
set task
• Infrequently contributes to discussions or
• Sometimes presentation is unsatisfactory
activities

• At times attitude and behaviour is a

4

cause for concern
• Frequently needs reminding to focus on
the task set
• Behaviour is impacting on progress

• Levels of effort have been a cause for

• Tasks are rarely completed
concern and are having a detrimental
effect on progress
• Pupil is disorganised in their approach to
their studies
• Regularly needs prompting to apply
themselves to the set task or to take part • Presentation is often poor
in an activity

KS4 Assessment Guide and Subject Mapping - Sept 2021

12

What’s the difference between an interim, a full report and a summary report?
Different types of report are produced during the Key Stage.
Interim reports are designed to provide a snapshot of current
effort and attitude and will possibly serve to initiate discussion
and intervention where necessary. A full report contains much
more subject specific detail about attainment, progress and areas
for improvement. The end of year summary report captures a
summarised picture of the whole academic year.
The KS4 timeline on the following pages provides more
information about the structure of the report cycle in KS4.

What information is included on an full report?
GCSE Targets
Targets are aspirational and represent the grade we believe the pupil could achieve for their actual GCSE qualification.
It is important to note that these are not predictions and pupils will only have the chance of achieving them if they
adopt a positive attitude to their learning, act on the advice offered by their subject teachers and take advantage of all
the opportunities made available to them. Targets are not fixed and may be updated during the Key Stage.
Predicted Fine Grade
In order to help you and your son or daughter understand exactly where they are currently, in relation to their
target grade, teachers will use all the evidence available to them at the time of writing this report, in order to award
a Predicted Fine Grade.
• This represents the grade the teacher believes this pupil will achieve by the end Year 11, if they continue to
work in the same way and make the same sort of progress, as they are doing at the current time.
• Teachers will use a variety of evidence to arrive at this grade. This will include the standard of the pupil’s
work, both during lessons and for homework assignments. In addition, teachers will draw evidence from the
student’s performance in any assessments or exams taken to date.
In order to provide some extra detail, these grades are divided into three to give an indication of how secure this
predicted grade is. For example:B1

The student is very secure in going on to achieve a B grade and there is scope for them to possibly
achieve an A

B2

The student is reasonably secure in going on to achieve a B grade

B3

The student is demonstrating aspects of B grade potential, however, this prediction is not currently secure and there is a possibility of their grade dropping to a C

Attitude to Learning
An assessment of the pupil’s attitude to learning. The assessment is a score between 1 and 4 awarded according to the
following criteria
ATTITUDE
1

Always works to the very best of his/her ability. Always well behaved and takes an active and enthusiastic part in
learning.

2

Works to the best of his/her ability. Well behaved and adopts an appropriate attitude to learning.

3

Inconsistent effort made and/or sometimes demonstrates an inappropriate attitude to learning.

4

Minimal effort made and/or frequently disruptive demonstrating a poor attitude to learning

Comments and Areas for Improvement
Subject specific comments about progress, areas of strength and also advice about how the pupil can make further
progress in the future.
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YEAR 10
September 2021- Introduction to KS4 Information Issued
This is an opportunity for parents to learn about Key Stage 4 study.
22nd October 2021 - How are things going? :- Interim Report 1
An interim report will be sent home providing details about how your son or daughter has settled into their KS4 subjects (See
page 11 for further details)
13th December 2021 - How are things going now? :- Interim Report 2
A second interim report will be sent home updating you and providing details about how your son or daughter has responded
in the first term of their GCSEs (See page 11 for further details)

4th January 2022: English Literature Walking Talking Mock - subject staff take pupils step by step through a mock exam ahead
of the module they will be sitting on 6th January.
5th January 2022: English Literature Module Exam.
17th January 2022: Science Mock Exam fortnight. Pupils will sit a mock paper in each of the three sciences and the outcome of
these, along with any earlier assessments from Y10, will be used to select which tiers they will sit in the GCSE units in Summer
2021.
10th February 2022 - Y10 Parents Evening
This is an opportunity to talk individually to all of your child’s subject teachers
Advice & Preparation for Summer External Written Exams & Subject Feedback
There are two related events to support you at this key point in the academic year, ensuring that you have all the information
you need prior to the Easter holidays.
4th April 2022 - Exam Information Evening
This is a presentation for parents, providing you with key information about the forthcoming exams and plans for revision.
This evening is designed to help you support your son or daughter through the preparation and exam period and provides the
opportunity to talk to key members of the achievement team and also to the relevant curriculum leaders.
6th April 2022 - Subject Feedback:- Full Report
A full report is sent home providing targets, current grades and assessments of attitude for each subject. Subject teachers will
also make a comment detailing particular strengths and advice for improvement.
May/June 2022 - External GCSE Module Examinations in Some Subjects
All pupils will sit external examinations in Numeracy & Science . Pupils will also sit modules in some option subjects. Please
see page 8 and also the individual subject timelines included at the end of this booklet for further details.

Week Beginning 20th June 2022 - Internal Assessments /Exams
Subjects where an external examination has not been sat may carry out classroom based internal assessments during this
week. Details about these assessments will be shared at the Exam Information Evening (4th April) and also directly with pupils.
22nd July 2022 - Final Feedback:- End of Y10 Summary Report
A final summary report provides updated information about attitudes to learning, effort, targets and grades before pupils start
year 11.
August 2022 - Results Day:- Results Analysis & Looking Forward
In August the results will be available for external GCSE examinations. These results, together with results from the internal
assessments and also teachers’ feedback about pupils’ exam preparation and attitude, will all be analysed to ensure that the
best support and challenge processes are put in place for every pupil at the start of Y11.
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YEAR 11
Your son or daughter will enter Y11 in September 2022. Please note that as the calendar for the academic year 2022-23 is not yet
set, the structure and timings which follow are approximate and correct at the time of printing this publication. Please refer to the
most recent school calendar for exact dates during year 11. This will be available via the school website.

September 2022 onwards:- A Positive Start to a Very Important Year
Y11 are closely monitored as they start their final year in KS4. The data and feedback gathered about each pupil’s performance in
Year 10 helps us to support and motivate pupils. We want them to make the most of every single lesson they have left and to
encourage them to take advantage of the extra revision and study opportunities available. Intervention strategies are implemented
where appropriate and parental support and involvement is very much appreciated at this time.
October 2022:- Parents’ Evening
This is an opportunity to talk individually to all of your child’s teachers about their progress in each subject.
November 2022 - Sixth Form Open Evening
The Open Evening provides opportunities to hear presentations about sixth form study in Cardiff High School. You will be able to talk
to subject leaders about A Level courses and careers advisors will also be available to offer advice and expertise.
Initial Free Choice Survey & Start of Sixth Form Application Process
Pupils applying to return to CHS start the process of selecting A Level courses. They are invited to make their initial choices of
subjects so that an appropriate timetabling model can start to be constructed. Pupils and parents are further supported in the
decision making process during the Spring term.

November 2022- English Speaking and Listening GCSE Module Exam (To be confirmed)
December 2022 - Mock Examinations
Formal mock examinations are conducted in most subjects. This is an opportunity for pupils to develop their exam and revision
techniques and to receive feedback from subject staff.
January 2023 - Science Practical GCSE Exams (To be confirmed)
January 2023 - How Did The Mocks Go?:- Full Report
A full report is sent home providing targets, current grades and assessments of attitudes to learning based on mock exam, classwork
and homework performance for each subject. Comments detailing particular strengths and advice for improvement are also
included.
March 2023 - PE GCSE Practical Moderation & Art Exams (To be confirmed)

March 2023- External Exam and Revision Programme Information Evening
This is a presentation for parents, providing key information about the forthcoming written exams and an explanation of the
revision programme. This evening is designed to help you support your son or daughter through the preparation and exam
period and provides the opportunity to talk to key members of the achievement team.
March 2023 Onwards - Continued Support
Year 11 continue to be closely monitored and supported for their remaining time in Key Stage 4. There are numerous opportunities
provided, from extra subject specific sessions to helping pupils develop effective revision and examination techniques. Details of
events and resources are provided via twitter, Instagram and the school website.
May 2023 Onwards - Start of GCSE Exams and CHS Revision Programme
During the exam season a comprehensive revision programme is drawn up providing revision opportunities at optimum times in
relation to the examination timetable.

August 2023 – Results Day & Sixth Form Registration
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English

Ms. H. Davies (daviesh176@hwbcymru.net)

Maths

Mr. J. Nicol (nicolj@hwbcymru.net)

Science

Ms. S. Isaac (isaacs17@hwbcymru.net)

Biology

Mrs. C. Grennan (grennanc1@hwbcymru.net)

Chemistry

Dr. S. Henry (henrys13@hwbcymru.net)

Physics

Mrs. R. Best (bestr19@hwbcymru.net)

Art

Mrs. H. Penny (pennyh10@hwbcymru.net)

Business Studies & Economics

Miss S. Marlow (marlows2@hwbcymru.net)

D&T & Food

Mr. L. Powell (powelll356@hwbcymru.net)

Drama

Mr. I. Miles (milesi2@hwbcymru.net)

French

Ms A. Hales (halesa4@hwbcymru.net)

Geography

Mrs. S. Evans (savages@hwbcymru.net)

German

Mr. J. Jones (jonesj529@hwbcymru.net)

History

Mrs. J. Toye (toyej@hwbcymru.net)

Sociology

Mr. J. Wise (wisej3@hwbcymru.net)

ICT & Computing

Mrs. J. Farag (faragj1@hwbcymru.net)

Media

Ms D. Jones (jonesd310@hwbcymru.net)

Music

Mr. D. Leggett (leggettd1@hwbcymru.net)

PE

Mr. D. Curnow (curnowd@hwbcymru.net)

Psychology

Mrs. D. Kidd (kiddd6@hwbcymru.net)

Religious Studies

Mrs. L. James (jamesl96@hwbcymru.net)

Welsh

Mrs. L. Evans (evansl237@hwbcymru.net)

Skills Challenge & Law

Mrs. E. Tumelty (tumeltye@hwbcymru.net)

Additional Learning Needs

Mrs. G. Brownlow (brownlowg@hwbcymru.net)

Alternative Curriculum

Miss. B. Yarrow (yarrowb5@hwbcymru.net)
Miss. S. James (jamess448@hwbcymru.net)
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Cardiff High

@officialCHS

Achievement Leader for Year 10

@HistoryCHS

Head of Middle School

@MrRhodesCHS

English

@EnglishCHS

Maths

@CHSmaths

Science

@Sciencechs

Biology

@Biologychs

Chemistry

@Chemistrychs

Physics

@PhysCHS

Art

@artCHS1

Business Studies & Economics

@CHSEconBusiness

D&T & Food

@DesignTechCHS

Drama

@Drama1CHS

French

@FrenchCHS1

German

@DeutschCHS

Geography

@geography_chs

History

@HistoryCHS

ICT & Computing

@ICT_CHS

Law

@MrsTumelty

Media

@mediastudieschs

Music

@MusicCHS

PE

@PEatCHS

Psychology

@psychologyCHS

Religious Studies

@RP_CHS

Sociology

@SociologyCHS

Welsh

@CymraegCHS

Skills Challenge & Welsh Bac

@CHSSKills
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Online Resources and Support - Useful Websites & Links
There is a wide variety and constantly growing number of online support services available for both pupils
and their families. These cover everything from help with revision to careers advice to coping with growing
up and dealing with exam stress. Here are just a few suggestions:www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

Revision resources for all subjects and levels

www.mymaths.co.uk

Interactive maths lessons, practice questions and revision. See your maths teacher
for a personal login to track your performance.

www.echalk.co.uk

Loads of interactive resources for a wide range of subjects.
Login Cardiff High: Password Echalk

www.careerswales.com

Help and Advice on careers training and university courses

www.cardiff14-19.com

This site explains how the Cardiff 14-19 Network is working to provide a wider range
of experiences to meet the needs of all learners. Professionals and learners can find
about the range of courses for 14-19 year olds across the city. You will also find
practical advice and updates about projects that are already underway.

www.CAVC.co.uk

Cardiff and Vale College run a range of course for all ages, particularly post 16.
Further guidance can be accessed through the CHS KS4 achievement team.

www.wjec.co.uk

Exam Board website provide lots of information and resources such as timetables
and past papers.

www.meiccymru.org

Meic is a confidential and free helpline which can help you with a range of issues,
such as family/friend problems, housing issues, bullying, health and work worries,
where to go for help in your area or as a place to get something off your chest.

www.actionforchildren.org.uk

Action For Children - “2 Talk 2”Provide a confidential counselling service to young
people across Cardiff and also a text service where young people can text their
name to request an appointment with a Counsellor.

www.bulliesout.com

Bullies Out - Help, support and information to individuals affected by bullying

www.familylives.org.uk

24 hour confidential advice. Can be anonymous.

Headspace.com
Mindfulnesshealth.com
Mindful.org

Advice on mindfulness strategies such as meditation which can help with stress or
anxiety.

www.b-eat.co.uk/YoungPeople

BEAT – Advice and support for people affected with eating disorders

www.nshn.co.uk

Self-Harming Network provides fact sheets and tips.

www.childline.org.uk

Advice from the NSPCC on a wide range of issues.

www.thesprout.co.uk

Advice for young people on a wide range of topics
KS4 Assessment Guide and Subject Mapping - Sept 2021

SUBJECT

English
Language

English
Literature

Numeracy
&
Mathematics

EXAM
BOARD

WJEC

WJEC

WJEC

ASSESSMENT DETAILS & NOTES

YEAR 10
AUTUMN TERM
2021

• Unit 1 - Controlled Assessment consisting
of:
 Group Presentation (10%)
 Individual Speech (10%)
• Unit 2 - Written Exam (40%)
• Unit 3 - Written Exam (40%)

• Unit 1 - Written Exam (35%)
• Unit 2 - Written Exam (40%)
• Unit 3 - Controlled Assessment on: Poetry (12.5%)
 Shakespeare (12.5%)

Pupils study for two mathematics
qualifications simultaneously.
Mathematics Numeracy GCSE
Mathematics GCSE
Both qualifications are assessed in the same
way:• Two Exams one calculator, one non
calculator
• No Controlled Assessment
• Higher Tier - Grades A* to C
• Intermediate Tier - Grades B to E
• Foundation Tier - Grades D to G
Pupils will be awarded two GCSEs, one in
Mathematics Numeracy and one in
Mathematics

YEAR 10 SPRING
TERM
2022

YEAR 10
SUMMER TERM
2022

YEAR 11
AUTUMN TERM
2022

YEAR 11 SPRING
TERM
2023

October 2022
Mock Exam Unit 2
Controlled
Assessment
Individual Speech
(10%)

Jan 2022
External Exam
Unit 1
(35%)

December 2021
Unit 1 Mock Exam

Internal Tests
covering both
Numeracy and
Mathematics
content

After Exam
Controlled
Assessment
Poetry
(12.5%)

Internal Tests
covering both
Numeracy and
Mathematics
content

June 2022
Internal Exam

May 2022
External Exam
Unit 1 Re-sit
opportunity
(35%)

May/June 2022
External Exams
2 Numeracy
Papers
P1: Non Calculator
P2: Calculator

November 2022
February 2023
Controlled
Mock Exam Unit 3
Assessment Group
Presentation
(10%)

Sept 2022
Controlled
Assessment
Shakespeare
(12.5%)

Internal Tests
covering
Mathematics
content

January 2023
Mock Exam Unit 2
Text 1
March 2023
Mock Exam Unit 2
Text 2

Internal Tests
covering
Mathematics
content

YEAR 11
SUMMER TERM
2023

May/June 2023
External Exams
Unit 2 (40%)
Unit 3 (40%)

May/June 2023
External Exam
Unit 2 (40%)

May/June 2023
External Exams
Mathematics
P1:Non Calculator
P2: Calculator
Also:Re-sit Opportunity
for Numeracy
Papers 1 & 2

BOARD

SUBJECT

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

• Three Separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry &
Physics over two years
• In each science there will be 2 separate module
exams (45% each)
Triple
WJEC
Science
• In each science there will be a Practical
Assessment (10%)
• Higher Tier - grades available are A* to D
• Foundation Tier - grades available are C to G

• Two GCSEs in Science to be done over the two
years of KS4
• There are 4 topic areas - Biology, Chemistry,
Physics and How Science Works
• Higher Tier - grades available are A* to D
• Foundation Tier - grades available are C to G
• Exams for Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and Physics 1
Double
are completed in year 10
Award WJEC
• Practical Assessments and Exams for Biology 2,
Science
Chemistry 2 and Physics 2 are completed in year
11
• Combined score gives pupils 2 GCSEs in Science
awarded at the end of Y11
• No GCSE qualification is available at the end of
year 10

YEAR 10
AUTUMN TERM
2021

YEAR 10 SPRING
TERM
2022

January 2022
Mock Exams

January 2022
Mock Exams

YEAR 10
SUMMER TERM
2022

May/June2022
External GCSE
Exams
Unit 1 Biol (45%)
Unit 1 Chem(45%)
Unit 1 Phys (45%)

May/June 2022
External GCSE
Exams
Unit 1 Biol 1 (15%)
Unit 2 Chem 1(15%)
Unit 3 Phys 1 (15%)

YEAR 11
AUTUMN TERM
2022

YEAR 11 SPRING
TERM
2023

Jan/Feb 2023
Practical
Assessments
Unit 3
One in each of the
3 sciences .
December 2022
Tasks will take
Mock Exams
place in lessons,
but under exam
conditions. These
are then externally
marked.
(10% per subject)

December 2022
Mock Exams

YEAR 11
SUMMER TERM
2023

May/June 2023
External Exams
Unit 2 Phys (45%)
Unit 2 Chem(45%)
Unit 2 Biol (45%)
All units across the two
years add up to provide
pupils with one GCSE in
each of the 3 sciences

Jan/Feb 2023
May/June 2023
Practical
External Exams
Assessments
Unit 4 Biol 2 (15%)
Unit 7
Unit 5 Chem 2(15%)
2 assessments will
Unit 6 Phys 2 (15%
take place in
lessons but under
All units across the two
exam conditions.
years add up to provide
These are then
pupils with 2 GCSE
externally marked
qualifications in science
(10%)

SUBJECT

Art &
Design

Business

Computer
Science

Design &
Technology
Product
Design

EXAM
ASSESSMENT DETAILS
BOARD

WJEC

• Candidate Portfolio Coursework (60%)
• Externally set exam task at the end of Year
11 (40%)

WJEC

• Unit 1 - Written Exam -Business World
(62.5%)
• Unit 2—Written Exam - Business Perceptions
(37.5%)

WJEC

• Unit 1 - Theory Exam (50%)
Understanding Computer Science
• Unit 2 - Practical Assessment (30%)
Solving Problems Using Computers
• Unit 3 - Controlled Assessment (20%)
Developing Computer Solutions

WJEC

• DT1 Written Exam (50%)
• DT2 Controlled Assessment NEA (Non-Exam
Assessment) Project (50%)

YEAR 10
AUTUMN TERM
2021

YEAR 10 SPRING
TERM
2022

YEAR 10
SUMMER TERM
2022

Ongoing Portfolio Coursework (60%)

July 2022
Internal Exam

Controlled Assessment
Unit 3 (20%)

Theory topics covered
Skills Building
NEA Project Preparation

July 2022
Internal Exam
Mock Unit 1

June 2022
Start DT2 NEA
Project
Analysis, research
& development
July 2021
Internal Mock
Exam

YEAR 11
AUTUMN TERM
2022

December 2022
Mock Exams
Submission of
Coursework
portfolio

YEAR 11 SPRING
TERM
2023

YEAR 11
SUMMER TERM
2023

Jan 2023
External Exam given out in in January
Pupils to prepare portfolio ready for
externally assessed final piece
produced in a 10 hour exam over 2 days
in March (40%)

December 2022
Mock Exams

Unit 2 Preparation

DT2 NEA Project DT2 NEA Project
Design,
Manufacture
development & Deadline Feb 2023
start of
manufacture
Exam Preparation

May/June 2023
External Exams
Unit 1 (62.5%)
Unit 2 (37.5%)

May /June 2023
External Exams
Unit 1 - Written
Theory Exam
(50%)
Unit 2 - Practical
Assessment (30%)

May /June 2023
External Exam
DT1 Written
Theory Exam
(50%)

SUBJECT

Drama

EXAM
ASSESSMENT DETAILS
BOARD

WJEC

• Unit 1—Devising (40%)
 Performance
 Portfolio
 Evaluation
• Unit 2 - Performing Theatre (20%)
 Performance
• Unit 3 - Written Exam (40%)

YEAR 10
AUTUMN TERM
2021

Exploration of
theatre
practitioners,
genres & styles

YEAR 10 SPRING
TERM
2022

Mini projects in
preparation for
Unit 1

On-going work on
portfolios

YEAR 10
SUMMER TERM
2022

YEAR 11
AUTUMN TERM
2022

YEAR 11
SUMMER TERM
2023

Internal
Assessment of
Unit 1 Devised
Performance
(40%)

Introduction of
Exam text for
Unit 3
Continuation of
portfolio for unit 1

YEAR 11 SPRING
TERM
2023

Continuation of
units 1, 2 & 3

Begin preparation
for Unit 2

May/June 2023
External Exam
External
Written Exam
Assessment Unit 2
Unit 3 (20%)
Performing
Theatre (20%)
March 2023
Unit 3 Mock Exam

Economics

French &
German

Geography

OCR

• Two Written Exams
• Unit 1 - Introduction to Economics (50%)
• Unit 2 - National & International Economics
(50%)

WJEC

• Four skill areas are assessed via 4 exams
• Listening (25%)
• Speaking (25%)
• Reading (25%)
• Writing (25%)
• All four skills are examined at either Higher
tier (A* to E) or Foundation tier (C to G)

WJEC

2 Exam Papers & Controlled Assessment based
on one field work event
• Unit 1 (40%)
Physical & Human Landscapes (40%)
• Unit 2 (40%)
Environmental and Developmental Issues
• Unit 3 (20%)
Field Work Enquiry

July 2022
Internal Exam

December 2022
Mock Exam

Assessment of each of the 4 skills
during each unit of work plus
regular vocabulary tests

July 2022
Assessment of each listening, reading
Internal
& writing during each unit of work
Examinations in
plus regular vocabulary tests.
Where it is
listening, reading, December 2022
Oral tests will be conducted at
appropriate,
writing and
Mock
intervals throughout the course
additional oral
speaking.
Examinations in all
practice at lunch
four skill areas
or after school

Work on Fieldwork
Investigation (20%)

July 2022
Internal
Examination

November 2022
Controlled
Assessment Final
Write Up
December 2022
Mock Exams

May/June 2023
External Exams
Unit 1 (50%)
Unit 2 (50%)
April/May 2023
Speaking
Examination
(25%)
May/June 2023
External GCSE
Exams
Listening (25%)
Reading (25%)
Writing (25%)

May/June 2023
External Written
Exams
Unit 1 (40%)
Unit 2 (40%)

SUBJECT

History

Digital
Technology

EXAM
BOARD

WJEC

WJEC

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

YEAR 10
AUTUMN TERM
2021

YEAR 10 SPRING
TERM
2022

• Three Exam Papers & a Controlled
Assessment
• Units 1 & 2 (25% Each)
• Unit 3 (30%)
• Unit 4 Controlled Assessment (20%)

• Unit 1 on screen exam (40%)
• Unit 2 NEA (40%)
• Unit 3 NEA (20%)

YEAR 10
SUMMER TERM
2022

YEAR 11
AUTUMN TERM
2022

May/June 2022
External GCSE
Unit Exam

Unit 4 Controlled
Assessment

WJEC

May/June 2023
2 x External GCSE
Unit Exams

Controlled Assessment
Unit 3 (30%) &
Unit 1 Theory

Controlled Assessment
Unit 2 (30%)

Complete Unit 3 Creating Media
Research & Planning

Media

YEAR 11
SUMMER TERM
2023

December 2022
Mock Exams

Unit 1 Theory (40%)

• Unit 1 Written Exam (30%)
• Unit 2 Written Exam (30%)
• Unit 3 Controlled Assessment - Creating
Media (40%)

YEAR 11 SPRING
TERM
2023

Study of Unit 1
Sections A & B

Study of Unit 1
Sections A & B

December 2022
Mock Exams

Unit 3 Creating
Media Product
First Draft
Complete
July 2022
Internal Mock
Exam - Unit 1

Study of Unit 2
Sections A & B

Re-visit Unit 1 &
study of Unit 2
Section B

May/June 2023
External Written
Exam
Unit 1 (40%)

May/June 2023
Unit 3 Production
External Written
final reflection Unit 3 Production
Exams
work - Reflection
Unit 1 (30%)
December 2022
& Analysis
Unit 2 (30%)
Mock Exam
Work to be
Unit 2 Sections submitted to WJEC
A&B
by early March

SUBJECT

EXAM
BOARD

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

YEAR 10
AUTUMN TERM
2021

YEAR 10 SPRING
TERM
2022

YEAR 10
SUMMER TERM
2022

YEAR 11
AUTUMN TERM
2022

YEAR 11 SPRING
TERM
2023

YEAR 11
SUMMER TERM
2023

Composition Controlled Assessment 2
& Assessment 1 re-drafted

Music

WJEC

Three key areas are assessed
• Unit 1 - Controlled Assessment in
Performing 35%
• Unit 2 - Controlled Assessment in
Composing 35%
• Unit 3 - Written Examination in Appraising
(Listening) 30%
There are no tiers of entry.

Compositional
Controlled Assessment 1

July 2022
November 2022
Internal Exam
Mock
Assessment made
Performance
up from the
Exam
following
elementsDecember 2022
• Solo
Unit 1 - Examined
Performances
• Composition 1
(35%)
• Written Exam
Mock Unit 3
Written Exam

• Unit 1 - Theory Exam (50%)
Learners will be assessed through a range of
short and extended questions. The
questions will be based on audio –visual
stimuli and other sources.

Physical
Education

WJEC

• Unit 2 Practical (50%)
Learners will be assessed as a performer in
three different activities. One as a performer
in an individual sport, one team sport and
one other (individual or team). One of the
activities will be a major activity which will
have a personal fitness programme (PFP)
linked to the activity. This will be
coursework based.
GCSE pupils are expected to attend extracurricular clubs and participate regularly in their
assessed activities

April 2023
Composing
Controlled
Assessment
Submitted (35%)
May/June 2023
External GCSE
Exam
Unit 3 Appraising
(30%)

On-going Practical Assessments & Signposted Theory Assessments

Oct/Nov 2021
Internal Progress
Assessment

March 2022
Internal Progress
Assessment

July 2022
Internal Exam
PFP Coursework
Submission
Deadline
(8% of overall
grade)

Jan/Feb 2023
Internal & External May/June 2023
Practical
External Written
Moderations
Exam
December 2022
Unit 1 Theory
Mock Exams
Feb 2023
(50%)
Unit 2 Practical
Marks Submitted
(42% of overall
grade)

SUBJECT

RS

Welsh 2nd
Language

EXAM
BOARD

WJEC

WJEC

LiBF
Qualifications
Plus
(Q+)

YEAR 10
AUTUMN TERM
2021

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

YEAR 10 SPRING
TERM
2022

• Two Written Exams Unit 1 & Unit 2 (50%
each)
• No Coursework

The
Level 2 IT Qualification (ITQ)
Learning
All coursework based
Machine

YEAR 11
AUTUMN TERM
2022

July 2022
Internal Exam

Past Paper Question set
every fortnight

ASDAN

Level 2 Certificate of Personal Effectiveness
All assessment is project based coursework

March/April 2023
Group Oral Exam
Units 1 & 2
(25% Each)

Past Paper Question set
every fortnight

•
•
•

Both the Finance and the IT qualifications are
completed and assessed during year 10.
Assessments for the finance exams are scheduled
once the required content has been covered
Coursework for the ITQ qualification is ongoing
throughout year 10

Coursework for the ADSAN qualification is ongoing
throughout year 10

YEAR 11
SUMMER TERM
2023
May/June 2022
External Exams
Unit 1 (50%)
Unit 2 (50%)

Mock Reading &
Writing Exams

Unit 1
Mock Exam

May/June 2023
External Written
Exams
Unit 3 (25%)
Unit 4 (25%)

As both the Finance and the ITQ qualifications are likely
to have been completed in Year 10, this allows pupils to
use their Q+ time in Y11 to focus on extra study for
other subjects and also on completion of coursework.

•
C.O.P.E.

YEAR 11 SPRING
TERM
2023

December 2022
Mock Exams

December 2022
Mock Oral Exams
Unit 2

• Unit 1 - Group oral—responding to a video
clip (25%)
• Unit 2 - Group Oral - responding to text/
graphs/pictures (25%)
• Units 3& 4 - Two Written Exams (25% each)
Both a combination of Reading & Writing
tasks

Level 2 Certificate in Financial Capability and
Careers Development
• 4 On-line Exams taken on

YEAR 10
SUMMER TERM
2022

•

Coursework for the ADSAN qualification is ongoing
throughout year 11
It is likely that all coursework will be completed by
Easter

