@ CARDIFF HIGH
Y10 GCSE Exam Guidance,

Timetable & Revision Planner
Summer 2026

This document has been designed to help you prepare effectively
for your exam period.

Contents:
Information about the exams Y10 will sit this summer

Revision strategies & wellbeing advice
Practical information about how exams are run in Cardiff High
Reminders about what equipment to bring to each exam
Expectations about pupil conduct during the exam period
Official exam rules and expectations used by the exam boards
A timeline from now until the end of the exams
Contact details for departments and key support staff
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Please use this document alongside your official exam timetable

If you are unsure of the timing of an exam, make certain you ask
about this BEFORE the day of the exam.

- J
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Year 10 External GCSE Exams

For some subjects it is permitted and appropriate for pupils to sit some exams at the end of year 10,
obviously the advantage being that they will then have fewer exams to sit at the end of Y11. For other
subjects, exams are not available at the end of year 10, or pupils are not yet ready to take them. We
have carefully planned for the exams which it is most beneficial for Y10 to undertake this summer.

Y10 External GCSE Written Exams - Summer 2026

. All pupils will sit one Maths exam towards their double award GCSE in Mathematics and
Numeracy - this counts for 30% of the qualification

. All pupils will sit one English exam towards their double award GCSE in English & Language and
Literature - this counts for 15%

. All pupils will sit three Science exams, one in Biology, one in Chemistry & one in Physics. For
Double Award Science, each exam will count for 15% - a total of 45% of their final grade. For
Triple Award Science, each exam will count for 45% of their individual Biology, Chemistry and
Physics final grades

. Pupils studying GCSE Business will sit the Unit 1 module which counts for 30% of their final grade

. Pupils studying GCSE Geography will sit the Unit 1 module which counts for 30% of their final
grade

. Pupils studying GCSE History will sit one module which counts for 25% of their final grade

. Pupils studying GCSE RS will sit the Unit 1 module which counts for 30% of their final grade

So, Y10 pupils will sit a maximum of 9 external written examinations
spread over a period of 5 school weeks.
Normal lessons will continue around these exams with revision taking place during lessons and in extra
revision sessions.

Assessments in Other Subjects
Depending on the subjects they take, pupils may be completing on-going controlled assessment work

which contributes to their GCSE grade as part of their normal lessons and preparation throughout Y10
and Y11.

. English NEA - Group Discussions: Week Beginning 22nd June
Music Solo Performance NEA: 30th June - 3rd July

Pupils in Y10 may also sit internal school assessments in some subjects before the end of the summer
term. These do not contribute to their actual GCSE grades, but provide valuable information about
progress made and help to inform next steps in learning. Further details about these will be shared
with pupils directly by their teachers.
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Y10 Exams Timeline Template 2026

Morning Exam 9am | Afternoon Exam 1.30pm
EXAM WEEK 1
Fri 08/05/2026
EXAM WEEK 2
Mon | 11/05/2026 Y10 Geography Unit 1
Tue | 12/05/2026 Y10 Maths & Numeracy Unit 1
Wed | 13/05/2026
Thu | 14/05/2026 Y10 Business Unit 1
Fri 15/05/2026 Y10 English Lang & Lit Unit 1
EXAM WEEK 3
Mon | 18/05/2026
Tue | 19/05/2026
Wed | 20/05/2026 Y10 RS Unit 1
Thu | 21/05/2026
Fri 22/05/2026
EXAM WEEK 4
Mon | 01/06/2026
Tue | 02/06/2026 Y10 History Unit 2b
Wed | 03/06/2026
Thu | 04/06/2026
Fri 05/06/2026
EXAM WEEK 5
Mon | 08/06/2026 Y10 Science - Biology
Tue | 09/06/2026
Wed | 10/06/2026
Thu | 11/06/2026
Fri 12/06/2026 Y10 Science - Chemistry
EXAM WEEK 6
Mon | 15/06/2026 Y10 Science - Physics




Breakfast Last Minute Revision and Q&A Sessions

The time immediately before a big morning exam is particularly stressful.
Often students have not slept well, they may not have eaten and might
want to check key points, ask specific questions or simply get some reas-
surance from their teachers. With this in mind, we will arrange for the
canteen to be open from 8am. Pupils can meet their friends and speak to
subject specialists and the achievement team in a calm supportive envi-
ronment anytime in the hour before their morning exam. In addition, we
will provide students with free fruit, water and toast for that last minute
rehydration and energy boost.

Please note that students will need to bring a clear water bottle if they

wish to take water into the exam.
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Where do | go?

Timetables & Venues

v Students have already received their initial exam timetable to allow them to check

details and start to plan their revision

Y10 Exam Timetable Checking Exercise

* |t is very important that you check
and understand your exam
timetable.

* This is your opportunity to raise any

issues

* Don’t worry — there is still time to
solve any problems

* You can then start to plan your
revision programme

v Once any entry amendments have been completed, venue and seating

arrangements can be made

v A number of exam venues are used including the Sports Hall, the Learning Hub,

Neuadd Celyn and the conference area venues C1, C2 and C3

v Students will receive a final personalised timetable with venues and seating

Individual Candidate Timetable
Season : June (Summer) Exams Centre Number : 68729
Name : Year : 11
Candidate Number : Reg Group : 11P
uci: ULN :
Date _?“;: Board Level E‘:&"‘:'“ Element Title gg:‘el”"e"‘ Component Title Duration Room Seat
Fri 12 May 9:00AM WJEG/GCSE GCSE/B  3020U3 Welsh Second Language Narative  3020U30-1 Welsh Second Language UNIT3:  1h30m  SPORTS HALL Go
ritten
Tue 16 May 9:00AM WJIEC/GCSE GCSE/B 3430UD Science Double Biology 2 Higher 3430UDO-1 Science Double Unit 4 Higher 1h 15m SPORTS HALL 14
Tue 16 May ~ 1:30PM  WJEG/GCSE GCSE/FC  3680QS Media Studies 3680U10-1 Media Studies Unit 1 Exploring 1 30m  SPORTS HALL B13
edia
Wed 17 May 1:30PM WJIEC/GCSE GCSE/FC 3550QS Physical Education 3550U10-1 PE Unit 1 Intro to PE 2Zh 00Om Learning Hub F5
Thu 18 May 1:30PM WJIEC/GCSE GCSE/FC 3510Qs Business 3510U10-1 Business Unit 1 Business World 2Zh 00Om SPORTS HALL E14
Mon 22 May 9:00AM WJIEC/GCSE GCSE/B 3430UE Science Double Chemistry 2 Higher 3430UE0-1 Science Double Unit 5 Higher 1h 15m SPORTS HALL L1
Mon 22 May  1:30PM  WJEC/GCSE GCSE/FC  3110QS Geography 3110U10-1 Geography Unit 1 1h30m  SPORTS HALL ca
Tue23May  9:00AM WJEG/GCSE GCSE/FC  3300PH Mathematics Higher 3300U50-1 Maths UNIT1 Higher 1h45m  SPORTS HALL 114
Noncalculator
Wed 24 May 9:00AM WJIEC/GCSE GCSE/B 3720UB Englit Heritage Drama & Prose Higher 3720UB0-1 Eng Lit Unit 2A Higher: Written 2Zh 00Om SPORTS HALL G9
Wed24 May  1:30PM  WJEG/GCSE GCSE/FC  3680QS Media Studies 3680U20-1 Media Studies UNIT2 1h30m  SPORTS HALL G17
Understanding TV
Thu25May  9:00AM WJEG/GCSE GCSE/B  3430UF Science Double Physics 2 Higher 3430UF0-1 Science Double Unit & Higher 1h 15m  SPORTS HALL Jg
Mon 05 Jun 9:00AM WJIEC/GCSE GCSE/FC 3700Qs English Language 3700U20-1 English Language Unit 2 2Zh 00Om SPORTS HALL G10
Description
Thu 08 Jun 9:00AM  WJEC/GCSE GCSE/B  3020U4 Welsh Second Language Descripive  3020U40-1 Welsh Second Language UNIT4:  1h 30m  SPORTS HALL Gs
ritten
Fri 09 Jun 9:00AM WJIEC/GCSE GCSE/FC 3110Qs Geography 3110U20-1 Geography Unit 2 1h 30m SPORTS HALL [o2:]
Mon 12Jun  9:00AM WJEC/GCSE GCSE/FC  3700QS English Language 3700U20-1 English Language UNIT2 2h00m  SPORTS HALL G8
Argumentation
Mon12Jun  1:30PM WJEC/GCSE GCSE/FC  3510QS Business 3510U20-1 Business Unit 2 Business 1h30m  SPORTS HALL D22
Perceptions
Wed 14 Jun 9:00AM WJEC/GCSE GCSE/FC 3300PH Mathematics Higher 3300U60-1 Maths UNIT2 Higher Calculator 1h 45m SPORTS HALL J13

Seat
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Exam Layout
SPORTS HALL
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Where do | sit?

Most Y10 exams will take place in the
Sports Hall

Each column of desks has a letter - A
on the right of the hall through to N
on the left

Seats are them numbered from 1 at
the front to 24 at the back of the hall

Your seat number for each exam will
be on your timetable and also
displayed on the list outside the venue

Other venues will be arranged in a

similar way

tititts

H. Lewis March 2026




Exam ID Cards

. Cardiff High School Student Exam ID Card

Anne Example

Form: 11H
Date of Birth: 25/01/2008
Centre Number 68729
Candidate Number 1099

Each student will be given an exam ID card

Students are required to place their ID card on their desk
when they sit down in the hall so that registers can be taken
efficiently

. Thisis also a useful way to remind students of their candidate
and centre number which is needed to complete the front
cover of every exam

. Please put your exam ID card in your pencil case so that you

remember to bring it to every exam

. Ifyou lose your ID card please see someone in the
achievement team to get a replacement
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Things To Remember

e Morning exams start at 9am - You need to be at the exam venue by

8.45am for a morning exam

o Your timetable tells you the venue and your seat number for each exam

e Onthe morning of an exam, go straight to the canteen from 8am to
8.40am (no need to go to registration, this will be done in the canteen or

the exam venue). At 8.40am go to the exam venue

e Afternoon exams start at 1.30pm - You need to be at the exam venue by

1.15pm for an afternoon exam

e Ifyou have an afternoon exam, we will arrange for you to have an early

lunch so that you can get to your exam on time

mngs to remember for each exam:- \

Your candidate ID card

A black pen & at least one spare (you must write in black ink)
Clear pencil case with pens, pencils, ruler, eraser

Ruler, pencil, compass & protractor & calculator for Maths &
Science exams

No phones, airpods or watches

Clear water bottle—no labels or designs /

/\\ SRR RN
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Exam Rules

Warning to candidates
c e F" ¥ B
AQA o ced N9g3 OCR @rearson et
AQA Sy & CCEA NCFE OCR Pearson  \WJEC

1
You must be on time for all your examinations.

2

Possession of a mobile phone or other unauthorised material
is not allowed even if you do not intend to use it. You will be
subject to penalty and possible disgualification from the
examination or qualification.

3
You must not talk to, attempt to communicate with or disturb other
candidates once you have entered the examination room.

FA
You must follow the instructions of the invigilator.

5
You must not sit an examination in the name of another candidate.

6

You must not become involved in any unfair or dishonest practice in
any part of the examination.

7
If you are confused about anything, only speak to an invigilator.

The Warning to candidaotes must be displayed in a prominent place outside each
examination room. This may be a hard copy A3 paper version or an image of the poster
projected onto a wall or screen for all candidates to see.
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Exam Rules

Appendix 7

JCQ

cIcC

A0G4A City & Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson WIEC

NO MOBILE PHONES
NO WATCHES

NO POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGICAL/WEB
ENABLED SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Possession of unauthorised items, such as a mobile phone
or any watch, is a serious offence and could result in

DISQUALIFICATION

from your examination and your overall qualification.

This poster must be displayed ina prominent place outside each examination room.
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Appendix 5 1CQ
Information for candidates for written
examinations - effective from 1

September 2025

AQA e ZEE OCR |@vrearson =2

Cremsscra rratisr ':.E L.

City & NCFE
AQA Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson  WIJEC

This document has been written to help vou. Bead it carefully and follow the instructions.
If there is anything |y|::l._| do not understand, especially which calculator yvou may use, ask your
teacher.

& Regulations - Make sure you understand the rules

1 Be on time for all your exams. If you are late, your work might not be accepted.

Do not become invalvad in any unfair or dishonest practice during the exam.

If you try to cheat or break the rules in any way, you could be disgualified from all your exames.

o R

‘You must not take into the exam room any unauthorised material, including:

al notes;

b) earphonesor earbuds[e.g. AirPods), mobile phones, MP3/4 players or similar devices, smart devices, smart
glasses, tablets (e.g. iPads or iPods];

c) awatch.

Ay pencil cases taken into the exam room must be ses-through.

Remember: possession of unauthorised material is breaking the rules, even if you do not intend to use

it, and you will be subject to sanctions and possible disqualification.

Do not use correcting pens, Aluid or tape, erasable pens, highlighters or gel pens in your answers.

Die not talk to or try to communicate with or disturb other candidates once you have entered the exam room.

‘You must not write inappropriate, cbscene or offensive matenal

OO | =1 | | IR

If you keave the exam room unaccompanied by an invigilator before the exam has finished, you will not be
allowed to return.

=]

Do not borrow anything from another candidate during the exam.

Information - Make sure you attend your exams and bring what you need

—

Ko the dates and times of all your exams. Arrive at least ten minutes before the start of each exam.

If you arrive |ate for an exam, report to the invigilator running the exam.

If you arrive more than one hour after the published starting time for the exam, you may not be allowed to take it

O

Only take into the exam room the pens, pencils, erasers and any other permitted equipment needed for the
I

LA

You must write clearly and in black ink. Coloured pencils or inks may be used for only diagrams, maps, charts,
et unless the instructions printed on the front of the question paper state otherwise.

C Calculators, dictionaries and computer spellcheckers

1 ‘You may use a calculator unbess you are told otherwise.

2 If you use a caloulator:

al make sure it works properly; check that the batteries are working properly,

&) clear anything stored in its mermony,

c) remove any parts such as cases, lids or covers which have printed instructions or formulae;
d] de net bring into the exam room any operating instructions or prepared programs.

3 Die not use a dictionary or computer spalichecker unless you are told otherwisea.
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D Instructions during the exam

1 Abways listen to the invigilator. Ahways follow their instructions.

2 Tell the invigilator at once if:

a) you think you have not been given the right gquestion paper or all of the materials listed on the front of
the paper;

b} the guestion paper is incomplete or badly printed;

c) you think you have not been given the expected access arrangement|s).

Read carefully and follow the instructions printed on the guestion paper and/or on the answer booklet.

4 Do mot start wiriting amything until the invigilator tells you to fill in 2ll the details required on the front of the
question paper and/or the answer booklet. Do not open the guestion paper until you are told that the exam
has begun.

Remember to write your answers within the designated sections of the answer booklet.

[ Cvo your rough work on the proper exam stationery. Cross it through and hand it in with your answers.
Make sure you add your candidate details to any additional answer sheets that you use, including those used
for rough weork.

E Advice and assistance

1 If, om the day of the exam, you feel that your work may be affected by ill health or amy other reason, w2l the
invigilator.

2 Put up your hand during the exam if:

al  you have a problem and are not sure what you should do;
b} youdo not feel welk
c) youneed more paper.

You must net ask for, and will not be given, any explanation of the guestions.

F At the end of the exam

1 If you hawe used more than one answer booklet andfor any supplementary answer sheets, place them in the
correct order.

Place any loose additional answer sheets inside your answer booklet.

Make sure you add your candidate details to any additional answer sheets that you use.

Far CCEA exarninations, any loose additicnal sheets should be placed behind wour script.

2 Do mot leave the exam roocm until told o do so by the invigilator.

3 Do mot take any stationery from the exam room. This includes the guestion paper, answer booklets jused or
unusad], rough work or any other matenals provided for the exam.

This imfermation must be made available to all candidates in advance of their examination|s) for each series.
It may be provided electronically to candidates or in hard copy paper format.
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USEFUL CONTACTS .5

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. If you have not

already done so, please sign up for ParentPay to get instant updates of important school

information or details about school events.

Y10 Achievement Leader

Mrs. K. Price (PriceK247@Hwbcymru.net)

Head of Middle School

Mrs. L. Waters (WatersL67 @Hwbcymru.net)

Additional Learning Needs
Coordinator

Mrs. M. Dolan (DolanM8@hwbcymru.net)

Assistant Headteacher

Wellbeing & Achievement

Mrs. M. Bennett (Bennettm15@Hwbcymru.net)

Headteacher’s PA

Miss N. O’Neil (ONeilN6 @Hwbcymru.net)

Careers Adviser

Natalie Lewis (Natalie.d.lewis@careerswales.gov.uk)

. N\ |

Oeee—

//7

02920757741 www.cardiffhigh.co.uk

Google Classroom

Follow CHS and also individual de-
partments and groups on X.

Join your subject Google Classrooms
for revision materials & advice
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mailto:rachel.watson@careerswales.com

@ Departmental Contacts

English Ms N. Mason (MasonN37@Hwbcymru.net)
Maths Mr. J. Nicol (Nicoll@Hwbcymru.net)

Science Ms. S. Isaac (IsaacS17@Hwbcymru.net)

Biology Mrs. C. Grennan (GrennanC1@Hwbcymru.net)
Chemistry Ms C. Williams(WilliamsC3709@Hwbcymru.net)
Physics Ms. S. Isaac (IsaacS17@Hwbcymru.net)

Art Mrs. H. Penny (PennyH10@Hwbcymru.net)

Business & Economics

Mr. A. Williams (WilliamsA2108@Hwbcymru.net)

Computer Science

Miss. A. Saif (SaifAl6@Hwbcymru.net)

Design & Technology

Mr. L. Powell (PowellL356 @Hwbcymru.net)

Digital Technology Mr. G Bills (BillsGI1@Hwbcymru.net)

Drama Mrs. H Todd (ToddH13@Hwbcymru.net)
French Ms A. Hales (HalesA4@Hwbcymru.net)
Geography Mrs. S. Evans (SavageS@Hwbcymru.net)
History Mrs. J. Toye (ToyeJ@Hwbcymru.net)
Media Mr B. Poole (PooleB4@Hwbcymru.net)
Music Mr. D. Leggett (LeggettD1@Hwbcymru.net)
PE Mr. D. Curnow (CurnowD@Hwbcymru.net)
Religious Studies Mrs. L. James (JamesL96@Hwbcymru.net)
Welsh Mrs. L. Evans (EvansL237 @Hwbcymru.net)
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BEFORE THE WRITTEN EXAMS START

There are two weeks of normal school left until the Easter holidays. Revision will be taking place during your lessons, in lunchtime and after school revision

sessions. There are some NEA deadlines, practical & oral exams also taking place during this tim
Use the grid below to help you plan.

e.

Date Deadlines and Exams Lunchtime Sessions After School Sessions
4
E Mon 16/03/2026
5' Tue 17/03/2026
2
g | Wwed | 18/03/2026
=
§ Thu 19/03/2026
wl
& Fri 20/03/2026
Sat 21/03/2026
Sun 22/03/2026
4
E Mon 23/03/2026
g’ Tue 24/03/2026
I
9 Wed 25/03/2026
=
§ Thu 26/03/2026
wl
& Fri 27/03/2026




There are two weeks of Easter Holidays - Use the grid below to plan your Easter revision

Morning Afternoon Evening
Sat 28/03/2026
Sun 29/03/2026
7, Mon 30/03/2026
>-
<
() Tue 31/03/2026
-
@)
T | Wed | 01/04/2026
o
LLl
- Thu 02/04/2026
(7))
W
Fri 03/04/2026
Sat 04/04/2026
Sun 05/04/2026
7, Mon 06/04/2026
>-
<
Q Tue 07/04/2026
-
O
I Wed 08/04/2026
o
LLl
[ Thu 09/04/2026
(7))
W
Fri 10/04/2026
Sat 11/04/2026
Sun 12/04/2026




After Easter there are three more weeks of normal school until the exams weeks start

Deadlines and Exams Lunchtime Sessions After School Sessions

x Mon 13/04/2026 | A
; Tue 14/04/2026 | A
;, Wed 15/04/2026 | A
% Thu 16/04/2026 | A
E Fri 17/04/2026 | A

Sat 18/04/2026

Sun 19/05/2026
x Mon 20/04/2026 | B
w
§ Tue 21/04/2026 | B
g Wed 22/04/2026 | B
% Thu 23/04/2026 | B
g Fri 24/04/2026 | B

Sat 25/04/2026

Sun 26/05/2026
x Mon 27/04/2026 | A
w
g Tue 28/04/2026 | A
;, Wed 29/04/2026 | A
I% Thu 30/04/2026 | A
E Fri 01/05/2026 | A




Y10 Exams Timeline 2026

EXAM WEEK 1

Morning Exam
9am

Afternoon Exam 1.30pm

Revision Plan

Mon

04/05/2026

Bank Holiday

Tue

05/05/2026

Wed

06/05/2026

Thu

07/05/2026

Fri

08/05/2026

Sat

09/05/2026

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Sun

10/05/2026




EXAM WEEK 2

11/05/2026

Tue

12/05/2026

Wed

13/05/2026

Thu

14/05/2026

Fri

15/05/2026

Sat

16/05/2026

Morning Exam
9am

Afternoon Exam 1.30pm

Revision Plan

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Sun

17/05/2026




EXAM WEEK 3

Mon

18/05/2026

Tue

19/05/2026

Wed

20/05/2026

Thu

21/05/2026

Fri

22/05/2026

Morning Exam

9am

Afternoon Exam 1.30pm

Revision Plan




Half Term: Sat 23rd - Sun 31st May

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Sat

23/05/2026

Sun

24/05/2026

Mon

25/05/2026

Tue

26/05/2026

Wed

27/05/2026

Thu

28/05/2026

Fri

29/05/2026

Sat

30/05/2026

Sun

31/05/2026




EXAM WEEK 4

Mon

01/06/2026

Tue

02/06/2026

Wed

03/06/2026

Thu

04/06/2026

Fri

05/06/2026

Sat

06/06/2026

Morning Exam
9am

Afternoon Exam 1.30pm

Revision Plan

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Sun

07/06/2026




EXAM WEEK 5

Mon

08/06/2026

Tue

09/06/2026

Wed

10/06/2026

Thu

11/06/2026

Fri

12/06/2026

Sat

13/06/2026

Morning Exam
9am

Morning

Afternoon Exam 1.30pm

Revision Plan

Afternoon

Evening

Sun

14/06/2026




EXAM WEEK 6

15/06/2026

Tue

16/06/2026

Wed

17/06/2026

Thu

18/06/2026

Fri

19/06/2026

Sat

20/06/2026

Morning Exam
9am

Afternoon Exam 1.30pm

Revision Plan

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Sun

21/06/2026
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