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3ÕÍÍÅÒ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ΨΦΧέ3ÕÍÍÅÒ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ΨΦΧέ  

Itôs been a hugely challenging year in education in Wales and it 
is worth noting what a tumultuous year it has been for the UK 
and Wales in many other ways.  However, I am extremely proud 
to tell you what a pleasure it is to continue to work in this 
community.  We are, indeed a diverse school with a genuine 
and heartfelt commitment to supporting and to nurturing an 
ethos of respect and tolerance.  It would be untrue to say that at 
times, we do not face our challenges but teachers at Cardiff 
High continue to work way beyond the levels normally 
associated with their roles to ensure the success of each and 
every one of our students.  
 
The exam season, in terms of hard work, commitment and 
dedication has, once again been very successful.  The huge 
level of effort put in by both pupils and staff has been 
exceptional and we hope that this is reflected on the resultsô 
days in the summer.  Thank you everyone for supporting us 
once again this year! It is, however, a year in which students 
have been sitting new Maths and English exams following 
Welsh Government decisions surrounding developing the skills 
of young people in literacy and numeracy.  The new 
examinations test the ability to solve problems as well as 
demonstrate knowledge.  It is important to note that it will be 

very difficult to compare results this year to previous years although we remain optimistic that our 
learners will, once again, perform very well. 
 
As always, Cardiff High School pupils have been very active again this year.  We have again achieved 
success on the sports field and on the stage.  There have been trips overseas and around the United 
Kingdom, and we have embraced the opportunity to host visitors here at Cardiff High School.  The 
school has, once again, contributed to so many good causes throughout the year in terms of worthy 
charities, organising fundraising and community events. I am sure you will enjoy reading about these 
accomplishments in this Newsletter. 
 
We are constantly trying to upgrade and improve our facilities and we would like to say thank you so 
much to Julia Lewis and the PTA for all their fundraising efforts this year.  Please see the PTA flyer for 
details on how you can help. 
 
As we approach the end of another academic year, we say goodbye to a number of highly respected 
members of staff. In particular, we would like to pay tribute to Mrs J Eldridge who is embarking on her 
retirement this year and also to Mr I Davis and Mrs G Millin who are leaving us to embark on new 
adventures ï they have devoted a combined total of over 70 years to the success of Cardiff High School!  
 
Each has made their own very special difference to the lives of many learners and their families and to 
the local community. We will miss them and wish them all good luck for the future. 
 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a good summer and I look forward to seeing you in the 
new academic year. 
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Former Year 12 Student from Cardiff High School Wins Dr Tom Former Year 12 Student from Cardiff High School Wins Dr Tom 

Parry Jones Parry Jones   

EESW Student of the Year Award!EESW Student of the Year Award!  

E ach year the Engineering Education Scheme 
Wales involves around 600 Year 12 students in a 

six-month engineering project linked with a local 

company.   

The award is in memory of the late Dr Tom Parry 

Jones (1935-2013) who was a trustee of the 

Engineering Education Scheme Wales for 20 

years.  Tom was a great entrepreneur and 

innovator, who established Lion Laboratories in 

Cardiff in 1967 and played a major role in 

developing the roadside hand-held electronic 

breathalyser, which is used by police forces across 

the world.  The Dr Tom Parry Jones Student of the 

Year Award will be supported by his widow, Mrs 

Raj W Jones. 

Students from across Wales who took part in the 

EESW sixth form project last year were invited to 

submit an application form, detailing their previous 

experience with STEM subjects and how they 

might contribute to the future of the Welsh 

Economy.  There were a large number of excellent 

applications and eight were interviewed. 

The final three nominees were invited to the Welsh 

Automotive Forum Membersô Networking Dinner at 

the Vale Hotel, Hensol on 8
th
 December and 

awards were presented by the Cabinet Secretary 

for Economy and Infrastructure, Ken Skates AM.   

The winner, Bethan Wilkinson from Cardiff High 

School, worked with SolviQ on a project entitled 

ñFrequency Alterationò.  She will receive Ã800 

towards her university fees for studying a STEM 

subject.   

Bethan said ñThank you so much to EESW for all 
the opportunities you have given me and to my 
teacher, Mr Martlew for encouraging me to study 
engineering.  Thank you to SolviQ for their 
support.  I will use this award to further my 
education and careerò  
 
The runners up were Kyle Greenland from 

Heolddu Comprehensive, who worked with 

Continental Teves on a project entitled ñDevelop a 

Hydro based energy generation system that gives 

24v DC even in power failureò and Alex Pilkington 

from Queen Elizabeth High School, who worked 

with Carmarthenshire County Council on a project 

entitled ñInvestigate methods of chlorine removal 

for poolsò. 

The judges also selected Chelsie Walters of Ysgol 

Maes Y Gwendraeth for a discretionary award. 
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/ŀǊŘƛũ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ŀǊŘƛũ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

9ƳōǊŀŎŜǎ WǳƴƛƻǊ 9ƳōǊŀŎŜǎ WǳƴƛƻǊ 

!ǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎƘƛǇ !ǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎƘƛǇ 

hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎhǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ  

² 
Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŬǊǎǘ 

WǳƴƛƻǊ !ǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎƘƛǇ 

DǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 

ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǘ /ŀǊŘƛũ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ ±ŀƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻƴ 

WǳƴŜ нуǘƘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ /ŀǊŘƛũ IƛƎƘ Ƙŀǎ 

ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ   

¢ƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ !ǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ-ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ Τ ƛǘ ƻũŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ŀ 

ǿƛŘŜΣ ǾƻŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ  ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ  ŀƴŘ 

ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ- 

ōŀǎŜŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ 

ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ aŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ 

D/{9 ŜȄŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΣ ƻũŜǊ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ 

ǊƻǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ  ǘǊŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ 

ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ! [ŜǾŜƭ ƻǊ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎƘƛǇΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƭŀǎǎΤ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ 

ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 

ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ Wƻŀƴƴ ²ŜƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ ¢ƛōƻǊ 

/ŜǊǾŜƴŀƪΣ hƭƛǾƛŀ ²ȅŀǧ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ tƻƭƭƛǧ ƻƴ 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ WǳƴƛƻǊ !ǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎƘƛǇΦ IǳƎŜ 

ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ¢ƛōƻǊ ƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ 

ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ aƻǎǘ tƻƭƛǘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ 

!ǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜΗ ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƭǳŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
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/ŀǊŘƛŦŦ IƛƎƘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ IŀƴƴŀƘ {ƻǳǘŜǊ /ŀǊŘƛŦŦ IƛƎƘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ IŀƴƴŀƘ {ƻǳǘŜǊ 

ǿƛƴǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǿƛƴǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  

.wL¢L{I 95¦/!¢Lhb !²!w5{ .wL¢L{I 95¦/!¢Lhb !²!w5{   

S tudents from across the UK gathered in London  at 
a unique awards ceremony held to honour their 

individual academic and extracurricular achievements in 

a celebration of British education. 

The inaugural British Education Awards (BEA) took 

place at Grand Connaught Rooms, Covent Garden, on 

January 30th, and was hosted by BBC news presenter 

Sophie Long. 

The BEA Finalists, their families, teachers and 

supporters travelled from England, Northern Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales to attend the special occasion. 

The prestigious event was supported by MPs including 

Shadow Secretary of State for Education Angela 

Rayner MP, Chair of the House of Commons Education 

Select Committee Neil Carmichael MP and former 

Secretary of State for Wales The Rt Hon Stephen 

Crabb MP ï with Eastendersô Nitin Ganatra bringing 

some showbiz sparkle to proceedings. 

Sixty-four nominees were shortlisted for awards in four 

categories: GCSE or Scottish National, A-Level or 

Scottish Higher, Vocational and Degree; and in five 

regions of Britain including Northern Ireland, Scotland 

and Wales - with the more highly populated England 

divided into two zones. 

Twenty-three winners were announced at the ceremony 

and prizes were handed to students across the full 

spectrum of education in subjects ranging from 

engineering and technology to music and the arts, 

agriculture, healthcare and cookery. Winners had also 

demonstrated an exemplary level of commitment to 

their studies, or another activity, beyond their 

mandatory learning requirements. 

Awards for Special Achievement were also presented to 

three candidates that the BEA awarding panel adjudged 

to have overcome exceptionally difficult circumstances 

to progress in their studies and achieve success. 

All 67 British Education Award Finalists received a 

framed certificate on stage before the category winner 

was announced. Four British Education Award medals 

were also presented to the national winners in each 

category. 

Guests enjoyed a three-course dinner - provided by 

venue hosts De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms - and 

entertainment from Britainôs Got Talent star musician 

Henry Gallagher, comedian Mani Liaqat and violinist 

Jessica Crabtree. 

British Education Awards organiser Amin Chowdhury 

was delighted with the event, which he says he hopes 

will inspire others in their pursuit of education. ñIt is 

satisfying to see so many people from such diverse 

backgrounds attending this event, we are overwhelmed 

by the response from our BEA Finalists, their families 

and the schools, colleges and universities represented 

here tonight. British Education Awards 2017 has been a 

huge triumph and we wish our first BEA Finalists and 

Winners every success in their future studies and 

career paths.ò 

Speaking to London based television station Channel S, 

Shadow Education Secretary Angela Rayner MP said: 

ñItôs fantastic to be at the British Education Awards 

because itôs really important that not only do we 

celebrate the success of education establishments but 

weôve got to remember that itôs the individual students 

that make the establishments successful. And weôve got 

many different students from different backgrounds that 

have done fantastic work.ò 

Education Select Committee Chair Neil Carmichael MP 

commented: ñThis has been a great evening. I think this 

is something which will continue for years to come 

because itôs really highlighting the achievements of a lot 

of people across the whole country and thatôs 

absolutely fantastic.ò 



 

 

  Cardiff High School - www.cardiffhigh.cardiff.sch.uk 

Pa r en tPay,  Webs i t e   

&  Soc ia l  M ed ia  

C ardiff High School has been using 

ParentPay since January 2017 for all 

our school to home email communication with 

parents, for trip payments via debit or credit card 

and for Parents to top up dinner money and view 

their childrenôs food choices online.  Although we 

still send home paper copies of letters and 

documentation we find that these can sometimes 

go astray or stay buried deep in studentsô bags! 

If you have not already signed up to this great 

free service and would like to, please email Mrs 

Young in the general office at 

sarah.young@cardiff.gov.uk for an activation 

code.  Please include your childôs name and form 

in the email.  It is quick and easy to register and 

you wonôt miss any important information again.  

We also make full use of Social Media; you can 

follow us on the following platforms; 

Twitter ï follow @officialCHS 

Facebookïwww.facebook.com/cardiffhighschool 

Instagram ï CardiffHighSchoolOfficial 

Website ï www.cardiffhigh.cardiff.sch.uk 

Please Note: If you have a child starting in 

Year 7 an automatic activation code for 

ParentPay will be sent home to you before 

your child starts school in September. 

mailto:sarah.young@cardiff.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/cardiffhighschool
http://www.cardiffhigh.cardiff.sch.uk
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Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarship Updates  
 

S ince becoming an Arkwright Scholarship Affiliated School 
in 2012 we have had six students who 
have received Arkwright Scholarships 
and therefore have been sponsored 
by members of the engineering 
industry throughout their sixth form 
studies. We currently have two 
students in the sixth form who have 
been successful in receiving 
prestigious Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarships; Lucy Mangion and 
Bethan Wilkinson. This year several 
Year 11 students have applied for the 
opportunity to following in these 

studentsô foot steps. The application 
process is vigorous which includes the 
applications form, problem solving 
examination and a team building/ 
interview day. Two students in Year 11 
(Daniel Austin and Patrick Richards) 
were successful in reaching the 
Interview process. We are now 
eagerly awaiting to hear the outcome 
with our fingers crossed. 

Key Stage 4 

I 
n order to celebrate National Science and Engineering Week, year 10 pupils took part 
in an exciting óAeronautical Challengeô. Pupils spent the day at The Cardiff and Vale 
College working as a team, taking part in a variety of challenges and competitions for 
budding young Aircraft Engineers. The team comprised of 6 Year 10 students who 

showed excellent team skills and came 2
nd
 on the day!  

LAW LAW   
 
Cardiff High School Law Department enjoyed a visit from an ex-pupil who is now a partner of the Law 
practice Gowling WLG. Glyn Ryland spoke to pupils about the different ways to get in to a career in 
Law, in particular the new ñtrailblazer legal apprenticeshipò. This route involves going straight to work 
from school and studying while working.  A law degree is awarded after 4 years; this maintains the 
ñgraduate statusò, which allows for a change in direction later ï say to become a teacher or to enter any 
other profession which is a graduate entry profession. Qualification as a solicitor is possible after six 
years of the trailblazer apprenticeship.  
 
The lawcareers.net page sets out what the apprenticeship is, what it involves, and lists the firms that are 
running the scheme. It also includes a link to current vacancies.  

  
http://www.lawcareers.net/MoreLaw/WhatIsALegalApprenticeship 

 
  

http://www.lawcareers.net/MoreLaw/WhatIsALegalApprenticeship
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Parentsõ Literacy and Numeracy EveningParentsõ Literacy and Numeracy Evening  

T 
hank you to all those who 
attended our Year 7 Parentsô 
Literacy and Numeracy evenings 
this year. These sessions allowed 

us to further develop parentsô confidence 
in using literacy and numeracy skills at 
home with a range of practical tips and 
ideas. The evenings also provided parents 
with guidance on where to look for extra 
help or advice. 

It was great to see parents bring their 
children along to our second event. 
Together they worked on developing their 
skills and confidence in using literacy and 
numeracy at home and in every day 
contexts. From identifying 

different text types, to ways of working out 
percentages, we identified simple but 
effective strategies to ensure that students 
reach their full potential. 

We also saw the launch of our óBlind Date 
with a Bookô event, where parents could 
pick a book for their child based only on 
just the opening lines of the novel. This 
was also followed by our óBook Swapô, 
where parents could trade their óBlind 
Dateô book for another new read. 

Keep your eyes peeled for the next 
parentsô evening, óCHS Book Swapô and 
other literacy events by following 
@EnglishCHS! 
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Mr Martlew Recognised At The Mr Martlew Recognised At The   

1717 thth   Design and Technology Association Excellence AwardsDesign and Technology Association Excellence Awards   

O 
n 24

th
 March, Mr Martlew attended 

the 17
th
 Annual Design & 

technology Association Awards and 

was awarded the Subject 

Leadership in Design & Technology Award and 

also the Institution of Engineering and Technology 

Award for Digital Teaching in Design& Technology  

for his outstanding contributions towards the 

subject. This is an annual event held at The 

Institution of Engineering and Technology, 

situated on the banks of the Thames in London;  

the Awards recognise the commitment and 

achievements of teachers, teacher trainers, 

education consultants and academics across 

primary and secondary schools, and further and 

higher education.  

Nominated and voted for by peers in the education 

sector, the Design and Technology Associationôs 

Excellence Awards is open to the 

11,000-strong membership and 

non-members across England and 

Wales.  

The awards were presented by 

Lesley Morris, Chair of the Design 

and Technology Association and 

Max McMurdo, award winning 

British product designer, car 

designer, TV presenter and 

founder of innovative creative 

upcycling agency Reestore Ltd., 

which secured investment from BBCôs Dragonôs 

Den in 2007. Master of Ceremonies was Angela 

Lamont, a writer, TV and radio presenter who has 

presented Science Fix, The Physical World and 

the BAFTA winning Itôll Never Work for BBC.  

 

Dr Julie Nugent, Chief Executive of the Design 

and Technology Association, recognised Mr 

Martlew achievement, saying: ñJonathan Martlew 

is to be congratulated on his well deserved 

awards, and celebrated for going above and 

beyond what might be expected in his 

contributions to supporting the subject of design 

and technology.  We know that employers across 

the advanced manufacturing and creative 

industries are already concerned about the real 

shortage of engineers and designers and we need 

more people like Jonathan to inspire future 

generations.ò  
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February half-

term could only 

mean one thing, 

and so a group of 

Cardiff High 

School teachers 

and sixth form 

students came 

back into school 

at 01:00 on a 

Saturday 

morning to start 

their coach 

journey to The 

Big Smoke. From 

London it was to 

Geneva by 

plane, and from there a final coach to the leviathan 

of the Alps. This Alp in particular? LôAlpe dôHuez, 

an alp so imposing that you get out of breath 

driving up, let alone cycling up it during a stage in 

the Tour de France. 

To see a town built amidst the peaks of mountains, 

especially with the backdrop of a brilliant blue sky 

and a burning sun, is truly magnificent. Add a 

couple of skis to your feet and it becomes fantastic 

fun. 

The group of students were awesome throughout 

the week (at least with regard to their skiing), with 

four groups created: Miss Jones accompanied the 

advanced group, Miss Cope and Mr. Davis joined 

the intermediate groups, and Mr. Desambrois got 

left behind by the beginner group. Every student 

battled blisters and aching limbs to hone or 

develop their skills further, with the advanced 

group tackling the longest black run in Europe (la 

Sarenne (3330m high and 16km long)) with a day 

to spare.  

As was to be expected, there was an adrenaline 

fuelled need for speed amongst the skiers and 

some tremendous wipe-outs during the week, but 

all braved the breaks and bruises to continue on, 

with the only quitter being one of the teachersé 

In the evenings there was ice-skating elegance, 

toboggan mayhem where students felt akin to 

Icarus, heated swimming, the making of Four 

Square champions, movie night, a phenomenal 

fireworks/illuminated skiing show, lots of laughter 

and smiling, and lots of surprisingly yummy food.  

Every student took home with them a sense of 

satisfaction, aching limbs, the fondest of memories, 

and the newest of nicknames. 

Vive le ski(ing). 
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Young Enterprise 
 

This term the Young Enterprise students 
took part in the Cardiff and Vale final.  The 
event took place at the óWorld of Boatsô in 
Cardiff Bay. The students company óTuaôr 
Goleuniô were very successful and came 
away with company of the year for the 
Cardiff and Vale area.  
The students thoroughly enjoyed their day 
which involved presenting their trade stand 
and report to a number of judges and 
carrying out a formal presentation. The 
students felt this was an excellent process 
which has allowed them to make the 
connection between school and the world 
of work enabling them to develop the 
knowledge and attitude they need to 
succeed in the world of business. 

ICAEWôs National Business and 

Accounting competition 

This term a group of year 12 pupils took part in the 

ICAEWôs annual BASE competition which is the 

National Business and Accounting competition for 

students aged 16-19.  

The students were able to engage in a business 

challenge that enables them to develop key 

employability skills and understand what itôs like to 

be an ICAEW Chartered Accountant. Although 

they were unsuccessful in winning the competition 

they felt it was a unique and exciting experience 

and a perfect opportunity to learn more about 

careers in accountancy while competing for 

prestigious prizes against teams from across the 

UK.  
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Cardiff High 

Chess Club 
The boom of chess at primary level has 

meant many new Year 7 members at Cardiff 

Highôs Chess Club. Students have played 

games, solved puzzles and learnt openings 

during our weekly sessions.  

Recently, we had our annual Staff vs 

Students chess event. The staff were well 

represented by mostly maths teachers and 

enjoyed taking on the challenge of some of 

our tactically minded students. Ms Webb, 

Mr Devonald and Ms Ayres relished the 

opportunity of testing out the studentsô 

chess skills on the outside boards which 

were bathed in beautiful sunlight. Honours 

were about even at the end of the day, 

although Iôm sure the students will return as 

stronger chess players ready for next yearôs 

challenge! 

The chess club also hosted a simultaneous 

display where 6 of our students each played 

Mr Nicol in a bid for glory. The end result 

was a couple of checkmates, a few draws 

and a strong display of tactical awareness 

and strategy demonstrated by the students.  

The club meets every Tuesday in T4 and 

we play games, learn chess openings and 

discuss chess tactics. New players are 

always welcome. For more chess news, 

tournaments, puzzles and photos follow 

@CHSChess on twitter. 
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Hay-on-Wye Trip 

The English Department's annual trip to 

the Hay Festival took place on the last day 

of half term, as over 40 Year 9 pupils, and 

their teachers, headed off to mid Wales on 

the hottest day of the year so far.  We 

were really lucky to attend events with 

award-winning authors Kim Slater and Phil 

Earle.  Both were energetic and 

enthusiastic speakers, communicating 

their passion for writing and storytelling to 

packed venues.  Pupils were also able to 

explore the festival site, including the 

fantastic bookshop, and everyone agreed 

it was a brilliant day out.  We can't wait to 

go again next year! 

Book Swap 

Cardiff High School hosted yet another 

Book Swap this term, but this time with a 

slight difference. Ahmad El- Shaboury, 

John Helo, Oliver Presdee and Connor 

Jones of 10S, planned, promoted and 

hosted the Book Swap for their Skills 

Challenge Community Project. We saw 

another fantastic crowd of students bring 

their old favourites to trade and collect 

some new reads. It was great to see Key 

Stage 4 students talking to our younger 

years about their old favourites and 

making suggestions about new novels. 

Keep your eyes peeled for the next Book 

Swap! 

 

Debate Club News 

The Cardiff High School Debate Team 

have been very busy over the last few 

weeks! They are currently involved in a 

óWales for Peaceô project. Pupils will get 

the fantastic opportunity to present their 

wonderful ideas and finished projects at 

the Senedd, in Cardiff Bay, in September. 

Our debaters are also preparing for 

another inter-school debate competition, 

during which a number of other secondary 

schools, from across South Wales, will join 

us for what will undoubtedly be a fun-filled 

and impressive evening. Keep up the 

excellent work, debaters!  

 

 

 


